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Key themes 

• Everything in ED starts with education.                               
Downside: it can take a few generations to fully kick in.

• There is no single, short-term magic bullet. 
• There is not even a single dominant paradigm.
• There are, however, lots of solid small and medium sized 

ideas. 
• Network-building, for example.
• Further, we can organize these ideas in a meaningful & 

productive way.
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• Where are low-income communities?



Inner cities
Detroit. Source unknown



Suburbia
Herriges, Daniel. 2012. Suburban poverty: hiding in plain sight. Strong Towns. February 24: 

https://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2016/2/24/suburban-decline



Rural communities
Clio, Alabama



Clio, Alabama



Appalachia
Mitchell, Trip. 2014. 50 Years Into the War on Poverty, Hardship Hits 

Back. Café Mom. April 20: 
http://www.cafemom.com/group/99198/forums/read/19865063/50_Ye

ars_Into_the_War_on_Poverty_Hardship_Hits_Back



American Indian reservations
Source unknown



WHO CARES? 
What are the realities facing low-income 
populations and communities in the U.S. today?

• Where are low-income communities?
• What are some of the major, current issues?

o Declining health & life expectancy,                
food insecurity, drug addictions

o Mass incarceration
o Declining federal & state funding
o Growing inequality (absolute vs. relative poverty)



DeLuca, Stefanie. 2007. All 
Over the Map: Explaining 
educational outcomes of 

the Moving to Opportunity 
program. Education Next 

7(4).
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the future of low-
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People to jobs?

• Spatial mismatch & transportation equity
• Housing policy transformation: from public 

housing to “deconcentration”
• Gentrification
• Loss of manufacturing employment (mainly due to 

automation) + lack of other options



WHY BOTHER? 
Who cares about the future of 
low-income communities?

Jobs to people?

• Lack of mobility
• Sense of place
• Your job as a local developer, organizer, planner 

public official, politician



Abbeville, Alabama

WHAT’S THE USE? 
What can mainstream ED do for low-income 
communities?



Abbeville, Alabama



https://www.tva.gov/



https://www.arc.gov



Mississippi Historical Society.  Mississippi 
History Now.  Retrieved 9/27/05: 
http://mshistory.k12.ms.us/features/feature52
/economic.htm

Mississippi’s 1936 
“Balance Agriculture 
with Industry” Act

“First Wave” ED:

Industrial attraction & incentives 



“Smokestack chasing?”

Nissan Canton. Retrieved Sep 10, 2013: http://www.nissan-canton.com



“Second wave”: 
nurture enterprise 
& entrepreneurship

Enterprise & 
empowerment 
zones



“Third wave” ED: the greater economic environment

Michael Porter’s industrial cluster

Porter, Michael.  2000.  Location, competition, & Economic Development.  Economic Development Quarterly (p. 20)



Silicon Valley

Retrieved 9/27/05: http://www.wwwebport.com/citygates/sv/svfullview.html



Salon.com.  5/1/07: 
http://dir.salon.com/story/books/int/2002/06/06/florida/index.html?x



“Fourth wave”: 
sustainable ED

Retrieved September 5, 2012: 
http://www.treehugger.com/corporate-
responsibility/worlds-largest-solar-tower-now-
powers-10000-homes.html



Revkin, Andrew.  2005. A new measure of well-being from a happy little 
kingdom.  New York Times.  Retrieved 10/5/05: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/10/04/science/04happ.html?ex=11290896
00&en=de859301f49c121d&ei=5070&emc=eta1

Bhutan’s “Gross National 
Happiness” index

“Happiness” > “meaningfulness”



Midtown in Motion. Charrette illustrations. Retrieved August 23, 2017: 
http://www.midtowninmotion.org/2012/02/06/charrette-illustrations//

Wealth creation



ED for low-income communities: 
five dimensions of empowerment



Martin, Zena. Books & belongings: a history of Black education and association. 13 February 2013: 
http://zmblackhistorymonth2013.blogspot.com/2013/02/julius-rosenwald-benefactor-of-5000.html
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begin with basic education 
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EMPOWER YOUR RESIDENTS: 
begin with basic education

• Higher education
• Adult job-, technical-,workforce-training programs: 

networking key
• High school: completion rates
• Elementary school, esp. up to grade 3
• Pre-school, child-care
• Brain drain

• Drive home the relationship between               
education & ED 



ENHANCE YOUR COMMUNITY: 
build on your existing assets 
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• Social capital
• Bonding capital
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ENHANCE YOUR COMMUNITY: 
build on your existing assets

• Social capital
• Historical & natural amenities
• Churches & faith-based organizations
• Regionalism 
• Immigrants



Hattiesburg, Mississippi

ENCOURAGE YOUR ENTREPRENEURS 



Les Rowntree; Martin Lewis; Marie Price; William Wyckoff. 
2008.. Globalization and Diversity: Geography of a 
Changing World, Third Edition.



Grameen Bank America. Retrieved September 9, 2013: http://grameenamerica.org



ENCOURAGE YOUR ENTREPRENEURS

• Microenterprise & microlending
• “New generation cooperatives”
• Creating an entrepreneurial environment
o Incubators
o Networking
o Coaching
o Localism



ENCOURAGE YOUR ENTREPRENEURS

• Microenterprise & microlending
• “New generation cooperatives”
• Creating an entrepreneurial environment
• Address “predatory” lending



Shaw, Mississippi 

DIVERSIFY YOUR ECONOMY



Moorhead, Mississippi 



Shaw, Mississippi 



DIVERSIFY YOUR ECONOMY

• Retail & services
• Slow economic “leakage”
• Food security
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DIVERSIFY YOUR ECONOMY

• Retail & services: slowing economic “leakage”
• Tourism

o Agri-tourism
o Arts, crafts, music, heritage, culture
o Recreational trails
o “Dark” tourism
o Volunteer tourism
o Retirement, bedroom, and second home 

communities 
o Gambling



African-American Military History Museum: Hattiesburg, Mississippi

SUSTAIN YOUR DEVELOPMENT 
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Doing well by doing good

• Redevelopment
• Sustainable energy
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SUSTAIN YOUR DEVELOPMENT

• Redevelopment
• Sustainable energy
• Resilience from natural and economic disaster
• True, sustainable ED as wealth creation 
o Human capital
o Natural, cultural, historic resources
o Home equity
o Local enterprise
o Wellness
o Social capital / networks



Thank you for attending!
Mark M. Miller
Dept. of Geography & Geology
The University of Southern Mississippi

m.m.miller@usm.edu




